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“Exert every effort 

 to acquire the various 

branches of knowledge 

 and  

true understanding. 

 Strain every nerve 

 to achieve both material 

and spiritual 

accomplishments.” 

Abdul-Baha 
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The five little children had just finished prayers 

with Mother and Father. 

“Ok, it’s almost time for bed, did everyone finish their 

homework?” asked Mother.  

“I did!” Shahla jumped up and shouted.   

“I’m done.” said Mona. 

“Me too.” put in Asma. 

 Riaz sat there with an angry look on his face…..so of course everyone turned to him. 

Mother tilted her head and said, “Riaz, homework?” 

“STUPID HOMEWORK! We have to waste the whole day at school sitting and sitting. 

Then we have to go home and study more!! What a waste of time!! I HATE school, I 

HATE homework! Why can’t we just have FUN!” 

“Ok, Riaz, what would you rather be doing?” asked Mother. 

This shocked Riaz, he was expecting to get yelled at. 

“Ahhhh, playing video games, watching movies, playing ball, skateboarding, anything 

that’s fun!” answered Riaz. 

“Well”, said Mother, “Someone who had a lot of knowledge of electronics had to 

make your video games, and an inventor had to create the technology for movies and 

ways that people can see them, and someone had to create the T.V. that allows you to 

use those things. Even the skateboard, and bat and ball, people had to have a lot of 

knowledge to create and produce those things with machines that had to be created and 

produced….In other words, gaining knowledge is important so that everyone in the 

world can have fun… and do the things they need to do.  They obtained that knowedge 

from studying, Riaz!” 

 “So, ne,” put in Mona, looking around her, “just look at all the stuff around us that 

someone had to invent or build; the telephone, computer, fax machine….” 

 “Airplanes” said Asma, who wanted to be a pilot when he grew up. 

 “Refrigerators, ovens, running water!” said Shahla from the kitchen, she had just 

gone to get a drink of water. 

“Hah! toilettes!” said Riaz, getting into the spirit of the discussion. “I would sure hate 

to use a pit toilet like at Grandpa’s house all my life!”  With that all the kids laughed! 

“There are two kinds of knowledge,” Mother continued. “physical and spiritual.  The 

physical is everything you can see, hear, touch, smell, taste. The spiritual is everything 

you feel in your heart; love, compassion, mercy, justice, wisdom, forgiveness….We 

need to learn both kinds of knowledge. 
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 “Where do you think the power to receive that knowledge comes 

from? People have an idea, but that idea had to come from somewhere. 

Our brains are like computers, that can process knowledge, but where 

does that knowledge come from?   

Baha’u’llah tells us that, ‘The source of all learning is the 

knowledge of God….’the quotation goes on to say, ‘And this cannot 

be attained save through the knowledge of His Divine 

Manifestations.’ So, the physical kind of knowledge we think we 

learn from books and study, and the spiritual kind, from the 

Manifestations of God. But really, all knowledge originally comes 

from God, through His Manifestations. Then, we practice all that we have learned by 

playing and getting along with each other.”  

Riaz stood up and stretched. “All those inventions were invented by men, so I guess, 

us guys have to study hard so you girls can have all the modern conveniences…what 

would you girls do without us!!” 

With that all the girls yelled at Riaz. “Women are just as smart as men, aren’t they 

Mom?” shouted Mona, with Shahla and Anisa nodding. 

Mother smiled and said, “In the past women were not allowed to have as good an 

education as men.  Most countries didn’t even want women to be able to read and 

write. They didn’t want them to be equal to men. But over 100 years ago, Baha’u’llah 

said that men and women were equal, and we had to educate the girls just as much, if 

not better, than the boys, because the women would become the first teachers of the 

next generation, their children.” 

Then Mother said, “Do you guys want to hear a story about one of the first woman to 

raise the call of the equality of women, and the importance of girls being educated?” 

“Yea!” said the children, they loved Mother’s stories. 

So they all sat back down on the tatami floor, and Mother began. 

“In Persia, almost 200 years ago, in 1817, a little girl was born. 

Her father was a Muslim priest, and he was famous for being very 

smart.  As this little girl grew, her father saw how intelligent, kind 

and curious she was. He called her Zarrin-Taj, which means Crown 

of Gold.  Because of her thirst for knowledge, even though it was 

against their custom, her father started to teach her to read and 

write, and about every kind of knowledge. When she grew up she 

heard about the Bab and became one of first followers of the Bab, 

the only woman to be one of the 19 Letters of the Living.  
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Then, at the conference of Badasht, Baha’u’llah gave her a 

new name, Tahirih, which means ‘the Pure One’.” 

“Oh, I’ve heard about Tahirih,” said Mona. 

“Yeah, me too!” said Asma. 

“Oh, so I don’t have to finish the story then?” said Mother. 

“Noooooo! Tell the story, please!!”  said all of the children. 

“Ok, ok,” said Mother,  

 “Of course Tahirih learned that one of the teachings of this 

new Faith was the equality of men and women. And for all of her short life she worked 

very, very hard, trying to teach all the women around her, 

everything she could. She knew that not until both wings of 

mankind, the men and the women, were educated, could mankind 

find peace and security.” 

“I remember!  Tahirih threw off her veil and all the men were so 

shocked!” said Mona. 

“Yeah, and one guy was so shocked, he ran out of the tent and 

cut his own throat!” yelled Riaz. 

“What?, What happened?” said Anisa and Shahla, they hadn’t 

heard that story before. 

“OK, OK, let’s back up a bit.” said Mother, calming the children 

down.  “The Bab had been put into prison, and the Babis had all gathered at a garden 

like place called Badasht, to have a conference.” 

“Yeah, where Baha’u’llah gave Tahirih her new name!” said Mona, this was her 

favorite story. 

“Yes,” said Mother, and then she continued with the story.  “Baha’u’llah was at the 

conference. He was the honored guest. Everyone was gathered in Baha’u’llah’s tent one 

day, but only the men were there, because women weren’t allowed in a gathering of 

men if they weren’t behind a screen.  A servant of Tahirih came in and told Quddus, 

the youngest and last Letter of the Living, that Tahirih wanted to see him. Quddus said 

he wouldn’t come, he was busy. The servant left and came back and asked again. 

Quddus became angry, and refused again. When the servant said to either come with 

him to see Tahirih, or to kill him right then… Quddus (being very hot headed) pulled 

out his sword. At that moment Tahirih walked into the tent without her veil. All the men 

were so angry and frightened, because only a woman’s family were allowed to see her 

face. They all thought she was the purest and holiest women in the world, and so, to do 

something considered so vulgar, as appear without her veil, was a real shock! And as 
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Riaz said, one man cut his own 

throat and ran out of the tent! 

Tahirih, being the poetess that she 

was, started speaking so beautifully 

about this Promised Day. She ended 

her talk with a quotation from the 

Quran ‘Verily, amid gardens and 

rivers shall the pious dwell in the 

seat of truth, in the presence of the potent King.’ Then she said ‘I am the Word which 

the Promised One is to speak, the Word which shall make the chiefs and the nobles of 

the earth afraid! The trumpet is sounding The great Trump is blown!’ She was saying 

that, she was the one, who was to tell everyone of the Promised One’s teachings about 

the equality of men and women. The men at the conference didn’t like that idea at all.” 

“But Baha’u’llah said it was OK right Mom?” said Shahla. 

“Of course silly, He probably told her to do it!” shouted Riaz. 

“I heard that once women become equal to men, then women 

won’t allow their sons and husbands to go off to war all the 

time, right, Mom?” said Mona, she had learned that in 

children’s class recently.  

“That’s what Abdul’Baha said,” nodded Mother, and then she 

continued. “Tahirih became famous all over Persia and even 

some surrounding countries, for her knowledge and wisdom, 

and her beautiful poetry. Even the Shah (king) of Persia wanted 

her for a bride, but she refused him.” 

“Wow, she refused the King? That’s gutsy!” said Asma, “It’s 

a wonder they didn’t cut her head off!”  

“They did stupid!” said Riaz.  He had heard about Tahirih in children’s class too. 

“Well not exactly.” explained Mother.  “The government and clergy tried very hard 

to keep her quiet, but she would just not give up. No matter where she was, she kept 

teaching women, and telling them they were just as smart, and should have the same 

chance to learn as men. So they decided to put her to death.  

One night she knew they were coming to kill her, and she dressed in a beautiful white 

dress, as if she were going to her wedding.  They came and took her away, and some 

drunken men strangled her with her own scarf and threw her body in a well. Before they 

killed her she said, ‘You may kill me as soon as you like, but you can never stop the 

emancipation of women.’  
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“What does ‘pancipason’ mean 

Mommy?” asked little Anisa. 

Mother smiled and said, “I am 

glad you were listening Anisa; 

emancipation of women, means 

freeing women from being held down. Up until then, women were kept from being free, 

because of a lack of education. 

 The people continued to remember Tahirih, to talk about her and love her. Her poems 

survived and are still famous around Persia, which is now Iran, and people all around 

the world still remember her as one of the first women to stand up for the rights of 

women. 

“So, Riaz, and Shahla and Mona and Asma and Anisa……you have an important job 

to do. Study as hard as you can, and learn as much as you can, so that you can invent 

amazing things, or have some brilliant new ideas and teach your own and other people’s 

children, wonderful things, that will help all mankind.” 

“Long story short……” put in Asma, “Riaz! GO DO YOUR HOMEWORK!” 

With that, everyone laughed, even Riaz. 

 

 "Knowledge is one of the wondrous gifts of God. It is incumbent upon everyone to 

acquire it. Such arts and material means as are now manifest have been achieved by 

virtue of His knowledge and wisdom..." —Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh 

 

The beautiful drawings in this story were done by Mary Jane Volkmann in South Africa. 

 The wonderful Paintings are by Ivan Lloyd © Ivan Lloyd 

 

 

                               Tahirih 

 “Salutations be unto her, and praise. Holy be her dust, as the tiers of light come 

down from Heaven.”   

 Abdul-Baha 
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Quiz 

1. Who hadn’t finished their homework? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What are the two kinds of knowledge? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What is the source of all knowledge? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. How is the only way we can get knowledge? (According to the quotation)? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. How do we learn the physical kind of knowledge? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. How do we learn the spiritual kind of knowledge?  

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Who was one of the first women to raise the call of the equality of women? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What country was she born in? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Who gave her the name she is known around the world as? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What did she say, just before they killed her? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

How did you do?  Did you get them all right? 

The answers are on the Parents’ Page.  
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Origami Lantern 

Materials: 

Little LED Light 

Origami paper 

Washi paper (Thin Japanese paper) 

Scissors or cutter 

Tape 

 

Method; 

Cut designs in the origami paper.  

Paste the thin washi paper behind the origami paper.  

Wrap the doubled papers around the LED light. 

JAPANESE LANTERN!  

 

 

Make a bunch, 

They are great for Devotional Meetings!
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Dot to Dot 

  From a to z… 

Follow the dots…  

and what do you see? 

          A trumpet blast like Tahirih was? 
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Parents Page 

  

  As parents we naturally want our children to get a good education, but, for what end 

goal?  We want them to succeed, but, what is the definition in our eyes of success?  

Baha’u’llah says;   

“ Man is the supreme Talisman. Lack of a proper education hath, however, 

depriveth him of that which he doth inherently possess……The Great Being saith; 

Regard man as a mine rich in gems of inestimable value. Education can, alone, cause 

it to reveal its treasures, and enable mankind to benefit therefrom.” 

  We should encourage our children to, through education, draw out the talents they 

have, and refine them, so that those talents will be of benefit to mankind.  We should 

continually remind our children that the reason they need to do their homework, and get 

good grades on their tests, is so they can learn as much as possible in order to serve 

mankind with the knowledge that they have obtained. 

The Baha’i writings explain that there are three kinds of knowledge; material, human, 

and Spiritual.  Material education is concerned with the progress of the body, Human 

education is social studies, the sciences, the arts, etc, and Spiritual education is 

acquiring divine attributes, virtues.  It is the responsibility of each of us to strive to 

attain excellence in each of these kinds of knowledge, for the purpose of service to 

mankind, which is in essence, service to God. 

 On Education, Abdu'l-Baha said… 

“Every kind of knowledge, every science, is as a tree: if the fruit of it be the love of 

God, then is it a blessed tree, but if not, that tree is but dried-up wood, and shall only 

feed the fire.” 

 

Let us show our children, by our words and our actions, that service to mankind is the 

highest goal we can achieve through our education. 

 

 

 

 

Answers to the Quiz: 

1) Riaz. 2) Physical and spiritual knowledge. 3) The knowledge of God. 4) Through the Manifestations 

(Great Teachers) of God. 5) Through books and studying. 6) Through the Manifestations of God. 7) Tahirih. 8) 

Persia (Iran). 9) Baha’u’llah. 10) “You may kill me as soon as you like, but you cannot stop the emancipation of women.” 
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